
How it All Started 

By, Ron S. 

 

It all started in 1991 when the South Of Oz Beauty And The Beast 

convention was held in Orlando where I was living at the time. I 

watched all episodes of the show in its original run but when it 

ended I thought that was it and was not aware of a loyal fan 

base until my sister Patricia from KY called to say there was 

going to be a convention in Orlando and could she come to stay 

with me and go to the con. So that was the plan until she 

learned that her Los Angeles pen pal of twenty-three years 

wanted to come to KY for the first time and her vacation was the 

same weekend as South Of Oz. She chose to stay in KY but asked 

if I would go to the con for her to take some photos and maybe 

get her an autograph as Ron Perlman and Roy Dotrice were 

supposed to be there and since I lived about twenty minutes from 

the con hotel and was in that part of town frequently anyway 

there was no real investment so I agreed to go. I was really 

surprised at the hundreds of fans that were there and enjoyed 

the experience but I had been to lots of conventions before 

starting way back in 1977 and this was just another one to add 

to the list and probably would have been the end of the story if 

not for one chance encounter that changed everything for the 

next so far over thirty years. While standing in line to meet 

Roy Dotrice I had two 8X10 photos, one as Father from the show 

and the other just a standard headshot of Roy. As I was there by 

myself I had no one to ask for an opinion but I had been 

listening to the two girls behind me talking non-stop since we 

got in line so I turned to ask which photo I should get 

autographed. They were Sharon and Marietta and from that point 

we became good friends who hung out together for rest of the 

con. At the end Sharon started trying to convince me to come to 

Las Vegas the next year for the Tunnelcon II convention but as I 

told her she was talking to the wrong person and I was only 

there by proxy as my sister could not make it. This was her 

thing, not mine. Sharon got her name, address and phone number, 

they remain good friends to this day and in 1992 Sharon 

convinced her to go to Las Vegas. I agreed to go with her and we 

decided to take our Mom who had always dreamed of traveling but 



had never really had the chance. I was still living in Orlando 

but drove to KY for my annual summer vacation and from there the 

three of us drove across I-40 to Las Vegas with lots of stops 

along the way including the Hoover Dam and the Grand Canyon. 

After that we were hooked and have spent the last thirty years 

following the annual Beauty And The Beast convention all over 

the United States and even Canada as one year it was in Calgary. 

Over the years we have made many lifelong friends and met just 

about everyone from the show including Ron Perlman, Linda 

Hamilton, Roy Dotrice, Jay Acovone, Edward Albert, David 

Shwartz, Ren Woods, Judy Shimizu and David Greenlee, often more 

than once. In 2008 just the three of us spent an afternoon with 

David Greenlee at the Beauty And The Beast bench in Central 

Park. For us every con has been as much about the trip as the 

destination and we have been to just about every state and major 

city, Canada three times and Mexico once and seen Mt Rushmore, 

Niagara Falls, Graceland, the Painted Desert and Petrified 

Forest, Washington DC, Hollywood, The Alamo, The Donner Party 

Memorial, Mackinac Island, Bourbon St and Jackson Square in New 

Orleans, Bryce Canyon, Joshua Tree, the Redwoods National 

Forest, Dealey Plaza and the Southfork Ranch in Dallas, the 

Natchez Trace Pkwy, Manhattan three times, the St Louis Arch, 

the Laura Ingalls Wilder birthplace in WI in final home in MO, 

the Mall Of America twice and the Rock N Roll Hall Of Fame in 

Cleveland just to name a few, altogether a truly amazing 

adventure over the last thirty years, and all because in 1991 my 

sister Patricia could not attend the South Of Oz Beauty And The 

Beast con and I had two 8X10 photos of Roy Dotrice and could not 

decide which one to get autographed. 


